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Section: Composition – Kindergarten 

 
Overall Rationale:  Columbia Public School students develop into citizens who actively participate as 
knowledgeable, reflective, creative and critical members of a variety of literacy communities as a result of 
mastering the standards and objectives of the K-12 Language Arts curriculum. Oral and written communication 
skills are central to both cognitive and social development. People read, write, talk, listen, view and represent 
ideas to find and interpret information; to combine knowledge and experience; to reflect and relax; to explore 
possibilities and generate new ideas; to solve problems; to make decisions; and to communicate their 
experiences to others. 
  
The research of the National Association for the Education of Young Children and the International Reading 
Association documents that literacy development is best articulated as a developmental continuum. Therefore, 
there is individual variation in the rate and pace in which students gain literacy knowledge. In addition, 
students simultaneously develop as readers, listeners, speakers, and writers through developmentally 
appropriate instruction that provides scaffolded support through the use of direct instruction, demonstration, 
modeling, and practice. 
  
 A thoughtful examination of the current research in language arts instruction, the literacy achievement data of 
our students, and the perceptual data of our stakeholders has guided the Elementary Language Arts Program 
Evaluation Committee in the construction of the rationale, goals, and curriculum objectives for elementary 
language arts instruction in the Columbia Public Schools.   
   
Rationale: Students develop as writers when they are able to compose a variety of authentic writing tasks for 
a variety of purposes and audiences. Instruction in writing must provide the developmental structure to help 
students to think, understand, analyze, and communicate. This structure empowers students to engage and 
contribute in a global society as life-long learners.   
  
Course Description:   The Composition Strand ensures that all Columbia Public School students will progress 
in their ability to use the writing process to compose texts with a clear awareness of audience and purpose; 
recognize and apply crafting strategies for various genres; develop and incorporate relevant vocabulary and 
word choice; analyze and evaluate writing in order to guide revisions and improve craft; demonstrate 
competence with Standard English usage and mechanics; and practice legible and fluent manuscript and 
cursive handwriting. 

Learning Goal 1:  Independently selects and applies writing process and strategies appropriate to task 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Generates a topic for 

writing with assistance 
    

  Generates a writing plan 
through pictures, oral 
language, or written 
letters and/or words  

    

   Uses resources (ABC 
chart; Word Wall) as 
part of the writing 
process 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
      Generates a draft in written 

form on student and/or 
teacher selected topic   

      Rereads own writing with 
teacher assistance     

 
 
Learning Goal 2: Uses appropriate text modes based on purpose, audience, and content  
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:  

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Recognizes different 

audiences for writing 
    

      Recognizes and writes 
(using words and pictures) 
functional texts including 
(e.g. labels, notes, cards, 
invitations and lists) 

      Recognizes and composes 
(using words and pictures) 
personal narrative texts 

      Recognizes and composes 
(using words and pictures) 
poetic texts to express 
feelings, sensory images, 
ideas or stories 

 
Learning Goal 3: Provides adequate support and development 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
      Writes simple message of 

two or more ideas on one 
topic   

      Writes a message that 
contains supportive and 
relevant details  

  Develops an awareness 
of resources on topics of 
interest 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Develops an awareness 

that credit is to be given 
for others’ ideas, 
images, and information 
with assistance 

    

 
Learning Goal 4: Demonstrates proficiency with Standard English usage and mechanics  
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Uses conventional 

sentence structure (noun 
+ verb)  

    

  Writes first and last 
name with correct 
spelling and 
capitalization 

    

  Uses ending punctuation 
in written text with 
assistance 

    

  Spells all No Excuse 
Words accurately 

    

  Recognizes and uses the 
morphologic and 
orthographic patterns of 
the Late Emergent Stage 
(see Word Study 
Curriculum) 

    

Learning Goal 5: Demonstrates proficiency with handwriting and text layout 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:  

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Holds writing instrument 

with appropriate grip 
    

  Uses a preferred hand 
consistently for writing  

    

  Forms upper and 
lowercase letters legibly 
with correct pathway of 
movement 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Forms upper and 

lowercase letters 
proportionately in 
manuscript print 

    

  Demonstrates 
understanding of 
directionality by placing 
words in/on lines, 
starting left to right, top 
to bottom, and return 
sweep 

    

  Spaces between and 
within words promote 
easy reading 

    

Learning Goal 6: Demonstrates an awareness of themselves as writers 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:   

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Sustains writing 

behaviors (e.g. write for 
extended amount of 
time, completion of 
tasks) 

    

  Takes risks as a writer 
by attempting to solve 
own problems 

    

  Shares writing with 
others  

    

  Sets writing goals with 
assistance 

    

  Self evaluates own 
writing and talks about 
strengths and 
weaknesses 

    

 


